
Bylaws of Alamo Chapter of NAVHDA 

ARTICLE I – NAME, AUTHORIZATION AND PURPOSE 

Section 1.  NAME 

This corporation shall be known as: “Alamo Chapter of NAVHDA, Inc.”  (The Chapter) 
It is a non-profit organization incorporated under the laws of the state of Texas. 

Section 2.  AUTHORIZATION 

The Alamo Chapter is an authorized chapter of the North American Versatile Hunting 
Dog Association (NAVHDA).  This Chapter is pledged to operate within the framework 
of the by-laws and policies of the parent organization: NAVHDA International. 

Section 3. ACTIVE CHAPTER STATUS 

To remain on active status the Chapter is required to maintain dues paying 
membership of not less than ten adult persons who are members of NAVHDA 
International. 

Section 4.  PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Chapter is to foster, improve, promote, and protect the versatile 
hunting dog breeds in North America; to conserve game by using well trained, 
reliable hunting dogs before and after the shot and to aid in the prevention of cruelty 
to animals by discouraging nonselective and uncontrolled breeding which produces 
unwanted and uncared-for dogs, by such activities as: 

1. Sponsoring field tests for the versatile breeds recognized by NAVHDA 
International according to the rules of the Field Test Standards of NAVHDA 
International. 

2. Conducting training, clinics, demonstrations and similar activities as an aid to 
members and other interested persons in realizing the full potential of their 
versatile hunting dogs. 

3. Increasing general awareness of the historic heritage and undiminished value 
of the trained hunting dog as an indispensable companion for the fair pursuit 
and conservation of game. 

4. Cooperating with and supporting other hunting and hunting dog clubs who 
have a similar interest in promoting conservation of game species and 
versatile hunting dogs. 



ARTICLE II  – MEMBERSHIP AND DUES 

Section 1. MEMBERSHIP 

An active membership in the parent organization (NAVHDA International) is a 
prerequisite for all voting membership classes in the Alamo Chapter. 

1. Regular Membership: Upon submission of a completed Chapter 
Membership Application, payment of dues for the current year, and 
verification of NAVHDA International Membership.  Regular Membership 
requires the member to volunteer at a minimum of one (1) Chapter 
Events, as well as participate in the Annual Fundraising Event. 

2. Non-voting Membership: Upon submission of a completed Chapter 
Membership Application, payment of the dues for the current year, and 
verification of NAVHDA International Membership.  The Non-voting 
Membership does not require Volunteering or Fundraising. The non-voting 
Membership does not include Voting Privileges.  A Non-voting Member is 
ineligible to hold office. 

3. Junior Membership: Children, age 17 and younger, of current Chapter 
Members shall be eligible for membership as part of their parent’s 
membership dues. Children age 17 and younger whose parents are 
not members shall be eligible for membership with no chapter dues 
required. Junior members will have all the rights and privileges of the Non-
voting Membership.  An active Regular Member must accompany Junior 
Members on the chapter training grounds at all times. 

4. Honorary Membership: Any eligible person who because of extraordinary 
service to the club or notable contribution to its purpose may be made an 
Honorary Member or Honorary Lifetime Member by the Executive Council 
and shall be exempt from payment of dues. Honorary members shall have 
all the rights and privileges of the Regular membership. NAVHDA 
International Membership is required for Honorary Membership. 

 

The Executive Council at its discretion can deny membership to any applicant 
who is not in good standing with NAVHDA International or any other NAVHDA 
chapter. 

Section 2. DISPUTES AND EXPULSION 



In the event of a dispute or grievance, which is of such serious nature to 
damage the Chapter, the president or his/her surrogate from the Executive 
Council, may appoint a committee consisting of two Regular Members in good 
standing from the active chapter membership and  one from the Executive 
Council who shall serve as chairman. The purpose of this committee shall be 
to gather facts and mediate the dispute. If no settlement or recommendation 
can be reached by the efforts of the committee, they shall present the matter 
to the full Executive Council for final arbitration. 

If expulsion is the recommendation of the committee, a special meeting of the 
general membership will be called. Presentation of the information will be 
completed. Simple majority of the voting general membership in attendance 
will result in expulsion. After one year, the expelled member can petition for 
reinstatement of membership. A simple majority of the general membership 
can accept the petition and reinstate membership. There will be a mandatory 
one-year probationary period. If any violations occur during the periods of 
expulsion or probation, membership may be canceled indefinitely at the 
discretion of the Executive Council. 

Section 3. DUES 

1. The general membership will establish dues for regular memberships by a 
majority vote of the members voting.  

2. Dues will be for the calendar year, with the exception that any new member 
who joins on or after October 1 shall be deemed paid for the balance of the 
year and for the succeeding year.  

3. Lifetime membership dues are good for the duration of lifetime of the 
member or chapter.  

4. All dues shall be due and payable by December 15 to maintain active Regular 
Membership, or Non-voting Membership, for the following year. 

5. A $50 Initiation Fee will be assessed to all new members of the Alamo Chapter 
of NAVHDA, in addition to the yearly membership fee. 

ARTICLE III  – CHAPTER MEETINGS AND BUSINESS 
PROCEDURES 

Section 1: REQUIRED MEETINGS AND PROCEDURE 



1. The Chapter shall have a minimum of three (3) meetings per year consisting of 
two (2) for the Executive Council and one (1) for the General Membership, 
which shall be the Annual Meeting. 

2. An Annual Meeting for the General Membership shall be held each year, the 
date will be determined by the Executive Council. An Executive Council 
meeting shall be held each year preceding the annual General Membership 
meeting. 

3. Special chapter meetings may be called by the President, a majority of the 
Executive Council or by the Secretary upon receipt of a petition signed by 
three (3) Regular Members of the chapter who are in good standing and have 
been Chapter Members for a minimum of three months. Notice of Special 
meetings shall be given to all active members at least ten (10) days prior to 
the meeting and shall contain the specific purpose for which it is being called. 
Bylaw changes can be discussed and voted on at a special chapter meeting. 
Electronic vote is also acceptable after discussion at a special chapter meeting. 

4. A quorum for General or Special Membership meetings shall be ten (10) 
regular active members and a majority of the voting Executive Council. All 
ordinary business will be decided by a majority vote of the active Regular 
Members voting. 

5. All active Members 18 years of age and older are eligible to hold office and to 
vote at Chapter meetings and on Chapter business provided they have met 
the below criteria in the previous calendar year: 
● They have been members for a minimum of three (3) months 
● They have volunteered at a minimum of any one (1) chapter events 
● They have participated in mandatory fundraising. 

 

Section 2:  ANNUAL MEETING PURPOSE 

1. Introduce new Executive Council members. 
2. Present current officers’ and directors’ reports. 
3. Vote on any changes to the bylaws if any are proposed. 
4. Review membership dues, overall finances, and vote on any proposed 

changes. 
5. Review the chapter rules and policies and update as needed. 
6. Propose a schedule for the coming year’s events. 
7. Address any other unfinished or new business. 

 
Section 3: All business shall be transacted by voice vote or electronic voting. 



Section 4: Executive Council meetings may be at any time and any place as 
called for by the President on three (3) day notice to the Executive Council. To 
expedite time and minimize travel expenses, Chapter business and Executive 
meetings may be conducted by mail, telephone or electronically. 
Section 5: A quorum of the Executive Council shall consist of four (4) voting 
members of the Council so long as all Council members were notified. All 
decisions will be determined by a majority vote of the Executive Council 
members present, or in the case of a mail, telephone or electronic vote, of a 
majority of the voting Executive Council. 
Section 6: Any Regular Active Chapter Member may make a motion at any 
time. Motions presented other than at scheduled meetings shall be written and 
presented to the Secretary. Such motions shall be acted upon by the 
Executive Council within ten (10) days and notice given of the decision to the 
Membership within thirty (30) days. 
Section 7: A regular active chapter member may appeal any decision or action 
of the Executive Council. Such appeal shall be decided by a two-thirds vote of 
the regular active members voting at a Regular or Special membership 
meeting. 
Section 8: Robert’s Rules of Order shall be used to conduct the parliamentary 
business of the organization to the extent practical. Unless otherwise stated, 
decisions made by the General Membership shall be by a simple (greater than 
50%) majority of the Regular Active Members voting. 
Section 9: Any change, deletion, addition or modification of the Chapter’s 
Bylaws may be made by a two-thirds majority vote of the Regular Active 
Membership voting. Proposed changes must be made available to all chapter 
members in writing at least ten (10) days prior to the meeting at which it will 
be voted upon. Bylaws changes shall not be retroactive. 

ARTICLE IV – EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OFFICERS AND 
DUTIES 

Section 1: EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OFFICERS AND MANAGEMENT 

Section 2: DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

1. The President is the Chief Executive of the Chapter. The President chairs the 
Executive Council and General Membership meetings and appoints ad hoc 
committees as required. The President will enforce the regulations and bylaws 
of the chapter and have the deciding vote in case of a tie. With the advice of 
the Executive Council the President shall appoint persons to fill vacancies 



occurring within the Council. The President shall be an ex officio member of all 
Chapter committees. 

2. The Vice President assumes the office of President in the event of a vacancy 
occurring therein. The Vice President acts for the President during the 
temporary absence of the President and performs such other duties as may be 
assigned by the President. The Vice President also acts as the principal liaison 
officer between the Chapter and NAVHDA International.  In the case of 
vacancy of both the President and Vice-President, a President Pro temp may 
be elected at a special Chapter meeting. 

3. The Secretary will be responsible for Chapter correspondence, mailings, 
records and reports, and other administrative business of the Chapter. The 
Secretary will attend all sessions of the Council and will act as the Clerk 
thereof and shall record all votes and the minutes of all proceedings in a book 
kept for that purpose. The Secretary will see that proper notice is given of all 
special meetings of the Executive Council and of all meetings of the Chapter. 
Upon retirement, the Secretary shall turn over all papers to the successor. 

4. The Treasurer will maintain the financial records of the Chapter, receive and 
disburse moneys, and prepare financial statements. The Treasurer will take 
the proper vouchers for disbursements of Chapter funds and will render to the 
President and Directors at the regular meetings or whenever they may require 
it, an account of all transactions and of the financial condition of the Chapter. 
Upon retirement of the Treasurer, she or he will present an itemized 
accounting statement of Chapter finances to the successor. 

5. The Test Secretary is responsible for all the paperwork for Tests, management 
of tests, and overall preparation, handling test correspondence, test entries, 
score cards, scheduling apprentice judges, and following NAVHDA 
International rules and regulations. 

ARTICLE V  – OFFICER TERMS, NOMINATIONS, AND ELECTIONS 

Section 1.   FREQUENCY 

Election of Vice President and Treasurer shall be held biannually in even number 
years. President, Secretary, and the Test Secretary will be held biannually on odd 
numbered years. 

Section 2.  TERMS OF OFFICE 



1. Elected officers shall assume office during the Executive Council meeting in 
January of the year following the election year for a two-year term ending on 
December 31. If the election protocol is not completed by the schedule listed 
below, the sitting Executive Council will remain in office until the election 
process is completed. Reference Article 5, Section 3, Sub Section 4. 

2. Any Director or other Officer may in writing addressed to the Executive 
Council resign the office at any time. Such resignation shall be valid without 
any acceptance of the same by the Council. In case of any vacancy in any of 
the offices of the chapter, caused by death, disability, disqualification, 
resignation, removal, or for any reason whatsoever, the vacancy will be filled 
by appointment by the President. The appointee shall serve until the next 
election year at which time the office shall be filled through the regular 
election or appointment process. Please reference Article 4, Section 2, Sub 
Section 2 regarding simultaneous vacancy of the President and Vice President. 

Section 3. NOMINATIONS 

1. Nominations for officers being elected that year will open on September 1 
each year.  

2. Nominees must have been an Active Regular Member of Alamo Chapter of 
NAVHDA for a minimum of one year at the time of nomination and must have 
reached their twenty-first birthday. 

3. The current sitting officer, in good standing, is eligible for re-election with a 
nomination.  

4. Any adult member of the Chapter may submit a nomination. To be valid, 
nominations submitted by individuals must: 
● be accompanied by a petition of nominations signed by at least two (2) 

adult members of the Chapter; can also be received via email to the 
Secretary. 

● be accompanied by a letter of consent signed by the nominee or via email. 
● have been received by the Secretary not later than 12 noon Eastern time 

on September 30. 
5. Nominations for officers shall be in the hands of the Secretary not later than 

12 noon Central time on September 30 of the election year. The Secretary 
shall ensure that a list of the recommended nominees is distributed to the 
general membership to arrive not later than October 15. 
 

Section 4. ELECTIONS 



1. Voting will be by electronic balloting. Members must be at least 18 years of 
age and have been a Regular Active Member of the Chapter before August 1 
of the election year and meet all membership criteria to cast a ballot. The 
Secretary will receive all electronic ballots. 

2. The Secretary will prepare a blank ballot for distribution to each eligible 
member. The blank ballot shall be in simple form. 

3. To be valid, a ballot must be received not later than 8:00 pm Central time on 
October 31. The results will be reported to the President no later than 
November 10 The Secretary will announce the results to the membership no 
later than November 15. 

4. A majority vote of the members voting shall determine the successful 
candidate in each case. In case of a tie vote, the candidate who has been an 
Active Regular Member of the Chapter for the longest period shall be declared 
the winner. Prior to announcing a winner, the Secretary will ask each 
candidate if they want to withdraw from serving. 

5. Ballots will be kept on file for a period of one year following the election. 

Section 5. DELEGATE TO NAVHDA MEETINGS 

1. Article VII, Section 3 of the NAVHDA International By-Laws (Revised 1992) 
provides for attendance of a Chapter delegate at the annual meeting of 
NAVHDA International, with voting privileges on all executive business 
conducted at the meeting approved by a majority of the voting Executive 
Council. 

2. When deemed advisable and feasible, the Executive Council of Alamo Chapter 
will select a member of the Chapter to attend. This delegate shall be in 
addition to any member who might also be serving on the NAVHDA 
International Executive Council.  A written report shall be submitted to the 
Executive Council of Alamo Chapter within 2 weeks. 

3. Delegate expenditures may be reimbursed from Alamo Chapter funds capped 
at $500. 

4. The Alamo Chapter Secretary will notify the general membership by 
November regarding attendance at the NAVHDA International Meeting. 

ARTICLE VI – CHAPTER EVENTS AND TESTS POLICIES 

Section 1. RULES 



1. Field Tests conducted by the Chapter will be conducted with prior NAVHDA 
International sanction and in accordance with the NAVHDA International test 
rules then pertaining. 

2. All tests and training sessions will be conducted in accordance with all local, 
state, and federal laws pertaining to the handling of game, dogs, firearms, and 
ammunition. 

3. The Alamo Chapter will maintain and make readily available to all members a 
written set of policies governing the procedures, rules and regulations for 
Chapter events and grounds. 

Section 2.  AWARDS 

Awards for the Natural Ability (NA), Utility Prep Test (UPT), and Utility Tests (UT) will 
be limited to simple awards. Every dog qualifying will receive the same award and no 
other trophies will be awarded. No monetary awards will be given at any test. 

Section 3.  ENTRY FEES 

1. Entry fees for field tests sponsored by the Chapter will be established by the 
Executive Council for each test as well as all other fees for Chapter events. 

2. Fees for dogs owned by Members of Alamo NAVHDA will be established at a 
reduced rate. 

ARTICLE VII – FINANCIAL POLICIES AND DISSOLUTION 

Section 1.  CHAPTER FINANCES 

1. Any bank account established with Chapter funds shall require prior approval 
of the Executive Council. 

2. Any disbursement of Chapter funds more than $250 shall require approval by 
a majority vote of the voting Executive Council unless it had been approved by 
the General Membership or Executive Council individually or as part of a 
budgeted item at a prior meeting. The Treasurer within the normal course of 
the Chapter business may make all other disbursements. Electronic voting is 
acceptable. 

3. A record of all equipment, utensils or any other asset purchased with Chapter 
funds shall be kept and maintained by the President. This record shall contain 
a description of the items, the purchase dates and costs, any related expenses 
and the current whereabouts of all Chapter property. 

4. An audit of all financial records of the Chapter shall be done annually in 
January of each year and completed prior to the Annual Meeting. The 



President shall appoint at least two members, excluding the Treasurer to 
conduct the audit.  The auditors shall report their findings, either orally or in 
writing, at the Annual Meeting of the General Membership. 

5. No person who is now, or who later becomes a member of Alamo Chapter, 
shall be personally liable to its creditors for any indebtedness or liability, and 
all creditors of this Chapter shall look only to the assets of the Chapter for 
payment of debts. 

6. The Chapter is not organized for profit and no part of the net earnings or 
assets of the Chapter shall ensure to the benefit of any private individual 
except that the Chapter shall be authorized and empowered to pay 
reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and 
distributions in furtherance of the purpose set forth in Article I Section 3 
hereof. 

7. The Chapter’s fiscal year shall begin on the 1st day of January and end on the 
31st day of December.  

Section 2.  DISSOLUTION 

If it becomes necessary to dissolve the Chapter, upon payment of any outstanding 
debts and obligations, the remaining monies will be given over to the parent 
organization.  In the event of the dissolution of the parent organization, which would 
dictate the dissolution of the Alamo Chapter, the monies will be donated to an 
organization which is worthily and successfully working for the betterment of 
hunting dogs and the North American Hunter.  This organization will be chosen by a 
majority vote of the voting Executive Council and will exist until the completion of 
the process. 

ARTICLE VIII – APPROVAL 

The members of the Alamo Chapter of NAVHDA approved these bylaws on 
December __, 2023. 

                                                         


